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Pr.  WILLIAM  HUNTER, 


Phyfician  to  her  Majesty, 

*  •  f 

HE  following  Effays,  which  can 
only  he  accept  able,  becaufe  they 
are  puhlijhed  with  the  defire  of  be¬ 
ing  ufeful,  and  conneEled  with  a 
branch  of  the  profeffion  particular¬ 
ly  indebted  to  him  for  many  im¬ 
provements,  are  dedicated j  with 
the  utmofi  refpe£ly 

By  his  obedient  fiervant. 


THOMAS  DENMAN. 


London, 
June  27th,  1768. 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

•  ’  4  r 

AS  the  difeafe  which  is  the 
fubjedt  of  this  effay,  oc- 
cafions  the  death  of  much  the 
greater  part  of  women  who  di- 
in  childbed,  I  hope  an  endeae 
vor  to  give  a  more  diftindt  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  and  of  a  method  of 
cure  which  has  fucceeded  better 
with  me,  than  any  hitherto  re¬ 
commended,  will  not  be  unfa¬ 
vorably  received. 

A  wifh  to  avoid  confufion, 
induces  me  to  enumerate  the 
different  names,  under  which  me- 
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dical  writers  have  exprefied  their 
ideas  or  this  difeafe.  Some  have 
reprefented  it  as  entirely  owing  to 
the  milk  ;  others*  have  termed  it 
an  inflammation  of  the  uterusy 
and  many  a  fuppreflion  of  the 
lochia.  The  latter  have  called 
the  difeafe  by  the  name  of  a  fymp- 
tcmy  and  (which  makes  the  error 
of  great  importance)  from  this 
improper  appellation,  have  direc¬ 
ted  a  method  of  treatment,  which, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  may  often  da 
much  harm.  To  thefe  may  be 

added  another  clafs,  who  have  re- 

:■  ■ 

.  ,  y  'rt  O.- 

*  Pouteau  calls  it  an  cryfipelatofe  inflam- 
•mationy  and  gives  an  account  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  good  effects  of  camphire  in  large 
quantities.  But  I  was  informed  by  a  phyfi- 
cian,  who  had  con  veiled  with  him  on  this  fub- 
that  his  opinion  was  altered  with  refpedt 
to  that  medicine. 

Pouteau.  Melanges- de  Chirurg , 

% 

ferred; 
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ferred  this  to  the  number  of  hyf- 
teric  difeafesr*. 

Many  alterations  have  been  made 
in  the  method  of  treating  this  dif- 
eafe,  with  very  little  improvement, 
from  the  time  of  Hippocr ate  s  ||,  to 
thefe  days.  He  advifes  bleeding, 
fomentations,  laxative  medicines, 
and  emmenagogues.  The  prac- 

*  “  Primis  poft  partum  diebus,  non  bene 
purgats.  eft  utero  :  led  de  dolore  lumborum, 
torminibus  ventris,  alvo  adftrida,  et  fomno  * 
per  aliquot  nodes  inquieto,  conquerebatur. 
A  pradico  quem  in  confilium  vocavit,  vali- 
diores  eflentiae  ad  pellenda  lochia  fuerunt  da- 
tx ;  et  ad  alvum  aperiendam,  uncia  dimidia 
falis  amari  fedliceniis  in  aqua  fimplici  foluta 
eft  oblata.  Inde  audis  torminibus,  nec  fac¬ 
ta  per  alvum,  nec  per  uterum  excretione, 
converfo  fanguinis  verfus  fuperiora  motu,  de- 
liravit,  et  accidentibusconvulfionibus,  extinc- 
ta  eft.” 

Hoffm.  de  Mai.  Hyft.  Obf. 

The  want  of  diftinguiftfmg  hyfteric  dif- 
eafesin  a  literal  and  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  feems 
to  have  occafioned  many  miftakes. 

t  4 

||  Hippocrat.  de  Morb.  Mutter. 
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tice  of  giving  laxative  medicines 
came  into  dilufe  § ;  but  fome  e- 
minent  gentlemen  of  the  prefent 
time  have  re-eftablifhed  it,  not- 
withftanding  the  general  preju¬ 
dice,  which  had  long  prevailed 
again  ! I  it,  in  the  difeafes  of  wo¬ 
men  in  childbed. 

The  cafe  feems  complex ;  for 
if  we  conlider  that  thofe  who 
die  of  this  difeafe,  always  labor 
under  a  loofenefs,  and  that  evi¬ 
dently  the  moll  untoward  fymp- 
tom,  prudence  feems  to  require 
that  we  fhould  guard  againft  it 

§  “On  defend  fur  tout  les  purgatifs,  non 
feulement  dans  cette  maladie,  mais  encore 
dans  toutes  celles,  ou  la  matrice  eft  attaquee, 
parcequ’on,  &c” 

Dion  is.  Trait e  des  Accouch. 

The  author  reafons  upon  it;  but  the  reverfe 
holds  good  in  practice. 

“  Inflammato  utero,  cathartica  nunquam 
non  nocent.” 

Mann  in  gham.  A'ph.  Med. 

with 
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with  the  utmoft  circumfpection. 
But  if  we  look  upon  the  loofenefs 
as  an  endeavor  of  nature  to  car¬ 
ry  off  the  offending  matter,  which 
is  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  and  in¬ 
dicatory  of  the  proper  method  of 
cure,  we  fhould  be  inclined  to 
think  the  encouragement  of  it, 
the  moft  expedient  ftep  we  could 
take  to  relieve  our  patient. 

Experience  has  confirmed  the 
fuperior  reafoning  of  thofe  who 
have  adted  from  the  latter  confi- 
deration  ;  for  greater  luccefs  has 
attended  this,  than  the  method 
almoft  univerfally  followed  before: 
but  this  difeafe  is  yet  very  often 
fatal.  A  prefumption  that  fre¬ 
quent  practice  hath  given  me  an 
opportunity  of  remarking  fome 
occurrences  in  this  difeafe,  which 
have  not  been  mentioned,  or  have 
been  overlooked  by  writers  on  this 

B  j  ■  fubjedt, 


6  essay  on  the 

fa bje c:,  lias  induced  me  to  offer 
my  prefent  fentiments  concerning 
it.  I  am  willing  to  hope  they  will 
be  of  fome  ufe  to  thole  poor  wo¬ 
men  who  are  liable  to  this  difeafe, 
and  give  fome  fatisfaclion  to  thofe 

O 

who  meet  with  frequent  inlfances 
of  it.  Though  fully  fenlible  of 
the  fafety  and  efficacy  of  the  me¬ 
thod  propofed,  I  am  exceedingly 
diffident  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  introduced,  and  can  only  hope 
for  the  reader’s  indulgence,  by  af- 
furing  him  that  the  defcription  of 
the  difeafe,  and  the  account  of 
the  effect  of  the  medicines,  were 
both  taken  at  the  bedfide  of  the 
lick;  which  I  trull  will  appear  to 
any  gentleman  who  takes  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  comparing  this  elfay  with 
his  own  diary. 

When  a  woman  has  been  deli¬ 
vered  with  the  greateft  tendernefs 
^  and 


PUERPERAL  FEVER.  7 

and  fafety,  the  accoucheur  flatters 
himfelf,  that  with  prudent  ma¬ 
nagement  little  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended.  In  this  expectati¬ 
on  he  is  often  difappointed ;  for 
fhe  may  be  afterwards  feized  with 
a  rigor,  followed  by  a  train  of  a- 
larming  lymptoms.  She  is  chief¬ 
ly  fubjeCt  to  this  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  delivery,  but  it  may 
happen  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day, 
nay,  I  think  it  fometimes  comes 
on  at  a  much  later  period  than 
is  commonly  fufpecfed*.  Some  have 
thought  that  the  lymptoms  have 
come  on  without  any  preceding  ri¬ 
gor;  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
miftake  arofe  from  its  happening 
before  delivery,  when  it  was  unob- 

*  The  wife  of  Philinus  was  feized  with  a 
rigor,  followed  with  the  fymptoms  of  this  fe¬ 
ver,  on  the  fourteenth  day  after  delivery. 

Hippocf de  Morb- viilg-  lib.  i. 

B  4  ferved ; 
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N?  *  ^ 

ferved ;  at  lead;  I  have  feen  inftance? 
of  this  kind  f.  It  is  generally  ex¬ 
ceeding  ftrong;  and  in  proportion 
to  the  violence  and  duration  of 
it,  our  judgment  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  difeafe  is  to  be  formed.  Be- 
fides  the  fymptoms  which  occur 
in  this,  in  common  with  other  fe¬ 
vers,  there  is  a  vomiting  of  green 
or  yellow  bitter  matter,  a  hard- 
nefs  or  fwelling  of  the  abdomen , 
equal  fometimes  to  the  dze  it  was 
before  delivery,  and  fuch  exquilite 
tendernefs  over  the  whole  hypogaf- 
tric  region,  that  the  patient  can 
fcarcely  bear  the  flighted:  touch 
without  complaint.  Sometimes 
there  is  only  a  naufea  or  loathing 
of  the  ftomach,  with  a  difagreea- 
ble  tafte  in  the  mouth;  the  tender- 

“f  The  wife  of  Epicrates  was  feized  with 
a  rigor  before  delivery. 

Hippocr.  loco  citato . 

'  ‘  •  ‘  • 

nefs 
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nefs  is  lefs,  and  not  perceptible, 
without  preffure  upon  the  part 
immediately  above  the  pubes. 
There  is  alfo  great  pain  in  the 
back  and  hips.  An  instantaneous 
change  or  fuppreffion  of  the  lo¬ 
chia  takes  place  ;  commonly  the 
former,  though  the  latter  may 
happen  if  the  attack  is  fevere,  but 
I  think  it  very  rarely  does/ 
Whichfoever  is  the  cafe,  there  is 
a  fenfe  of  throbbing  pain  and  un- 
ealy  heat  through  the  parts  in  ge¬ 
neral.  The  urine  is  voided  often, 
with  pain,  and  in  a  fmall  quantity, 
as  if  the  inflammation,  originally 
in  the  uterus ,  had  reached  the 
neck  of  the  bladder;  and  often  a 
tenefmus  attends.  The  tongue  is 
ufually  dry,  and  feels  hard  to  the 
touch,  but  fometimes  it  is  moift, 
and  covered  with  a  thick  brown- 
ifh  fur.  The  patient  is  immedi- 
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ately  feized  with  the  ftrongefl: 
apprehenfion  of  her  danger,  and 
labors  under  vaft  anxiety,  her 
countenance  fhewing  indubitable 
marks  of  the  great  fuffering  both 
of  body  and  mind 

Thefe  fymptoms  frequently 
come  on  with  great  rapidity ; 
there  having  been  inftances  of  the 
woman’s  dying  within  twenty-four 
hours  from  the  firfl  attack ;  nay, 
I  have  heard,  in  the  very  rigor  ; 
but  this  could  happen  only  to 
very  weak  people.  In  other  cafes, 
the  rigor  is  followed  only  by  the 
fwelling  and  tendernefs  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  ■>  which  is  to  be  efteemed 
the  pathognomonic  fymptom  of 
this  difeafe  •  and  it  muft  be  obfer- 
ved  in  general,  that  though  thele, 

+  Tissot.  This  very  candid  and  fenfi- 
ble  writer  likewjfe  mentions  a  rednefs  of  the 
abdomen .  But  I  have  never  attended  to  it. 

3  ancl 
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and  the  fymptoms  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned,  often  come  on,  in  the 
manner  defcribed,  yet  cafes  will 
arife  in  which  there  will  be  con- 
fiderable  variation,  depending  up¬ 
on  the  degree  of  the  difeafe,  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient,  and  the 
difference  of  time  after  delivery, 
when  the  difeafe  appears. 

The  figns  of  inflammation  con¬ 
tinue  for  fome  days,  when  thofe 
of  putridity  appear.  The  teeth 
col  left  very  early  a  brown,  adhe- 
flve  fordes.  All  kinds  of  food  are 
naufeated,  except  perhaps  acids  or 
cold  water.  A  fingultus  attends, 
every  motion  of  which  affefts  the 
abdomen.  Petechia,  or  vibices  ap¬ 
pear,  and  often  there  are  crops  of 
veficular  eruptions ;  but  the  erup¬ 
tions  at  leaft,  feem  rather  the 
confequence  of  the  manner  of 
treatment  than  of  the  difeafe,  for 

they 
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they  never  afford  any  relief,  which 
is  ufually  the  cafe  in  true  eruptive 
fevers. 

With  refpect  to  the  loofenefs 
— It  fometimes  comes  on  immedi¬ 
ately,  at  others,  when  the  difeafe 
hath  continued  three  or  four  days ; 
but  it  conftantly  attends,  and  can¬ 
not  be  removed  without  the  great- 
eft  danger,  as  well  as  difficulty, 
till  the  termination  of  the  difeafe. 
The  ftools  come  away  involuntari¬ 
ly  towards  the  conclufton,  and  are 
always  preceded  by  an  additional 
degree  of  pain  (unlefs  in  the  cafe 
of  a  mortification) ;  and  the  evacu¬ 
ation  never  fails  to  give  momentary 
relief.  The  ftools  are  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  might  be  expected,  and 
fuch  as  are  always  found  in  bili¬ 
ous  and  putrid  difeafes. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
obferve,  a  crifis  is  not  to  be  ex- 

>  i 
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petted  in  this  difeafe ;  that  is, 
ipeaking  of  a  crifis  as  the  turn  of 
a  difeafe,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
an  alteration  of  the  morbific  mat¬ 
ter,  as  determines  the  patient  for 
life  or  death.  Thofe  who  have 
recovered,  have  feemed  generally 
to  owe  their  fafety  to  a  happy 
fdrength  of  conflitution,  able  to 
withftand  the  continuance  of  a 
long  loofenefs,  by  which  the  difeafe 
appeared  to  be  gradually  wore  off' ; 
or  to  a  fpontaneous  vomiting.  I 
think  the  eleventh,  from  the  firft 
feizure,  is  mold  commonly  the  day 
on  which  the  patient  dies.  But 
the  mold  favorable  change  which 
I  have  yet  feen,  is  a  return  of  the 
lochia  to  their  former  fdate,  or  a 
frefdi  difcharge,  with  an  abatement 
of  the  dwelling  and  tendernefs  of 
the  abdomen ,  accompanied  with  a 
moifdure  of  the  fkin ;  but  whether 

the 
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the  return  of  the  lochia  be  a  cori- 
fequence  of  the  decreafe  of  the 
other  fymptoms,  or  the  reverfe  • 
•  holds  good,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
lay ;  lor  the  effedl  follows  the 
caufe  fo  Ipeedily  that  it  is  difficult 
to  diftinguiffi  them. 

The  tendernels  of  the  abdomen 
was  mentioned  as  the  pathogno¬ 
monic  lymptom  of  this  difeafe ; 
but  as  the  event  depends  greatly 
upon  a  proper  diffindtion  of  it 
from  the  miliary  fever,  with  which 
it  may  be  confounded,  it  is  thought 
neceffary  to  add  a  cafe  of  that  fe¬ 
ver,  and  to  mention  the  following 
:  particulars. 

The  lighing,  anxiety,  and  op- 
preffion,  are  common  both  to  this 
and  the  miliary  fever;  but  here, 
the  rigor  is  ftronger,  is  of  longer 
continuance,  and  not  fucceffive — 
the  urine  is  very  high-colored — 

the 
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the  heat  of  the  fkin  more  intenfe 
— the  pulfe  is  fuller  and  ftronger 
— the  tongue,  inftead  of  being 
covered  with  a  white  and  moift 
fur,  is  dry  and  brown;  or,  if 
moift,  is  loaded  with  a  brownifti 
fur. — Eruptions  give  no  relief, 

and  cordials  incrcafe  this  difeafe.  — 

♦ 

T his  fever  is  eafily  diftinguifhed 
from  the  febrile  difturbance,  oc- 
caftoned  by  the  milk,  if  it  comes 
on  at  the  time  the  milk  is  expect¬ 
ed,  by  the  fy mp toms  before  men¬ 
tioned,  and  by  the  flaccidity  of 
the  breafts;  yet  the  confent  be¬ 
tween  thefe  and  the  uterus  is  fo' 
intimate,  and  the  tranfttion  of  the 
humors  from  one  to  the  other  fo 
inftantaneous,  that  an  excufemay 
be  readily  accepted  for  thofe  who 
have  mixed  difeafes,  in  fome  re- 
fpeCts  ftmilar,  yet  effentially  dif¬ 
ferent.  A  large  quantity  of  pale 

urine, 
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urine,  at  the  turn  of  the  milk  fever, 
is  to  be  efteemed  a  critical  dif- 
charge;  but  that  fever  does  not 
feem,  by  any  means,  an  unavoid¬ 
able  complaint,  if  mothers  could 
be  perfuaded  to  think  fuckling 
their  own  children  a  duty  incum¬ 
bent  upon  them.  Some  mothers 
cannot  indeed  fuckle,  and  for  fuch 
I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend 
the  taking  fome  laxative  medicine, 
when  the  firfl;  attempt  is  made  to 
repel  the  milk,  as  the  only  thing 
which  can  prevent  the  bad  confe- 
quences,  which  never  fail  to  attend 
the  interruption  of  this  very  im¬ 
portant  fecretion. 

After-pains  are  diftinguifhed 
from  the  pain  of  the  abdomen  at¬ 
tending  this  fever,  by  the  perfedl 
freedom  from  pain  in  the  interval, 
which  never  happens  in  this  cafe, 
thou  ah  fometimes  there  will  be 

exacer- 
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exacerbations;  befides,  the  regu¬ 
larity  in  which  all  other  circum- 
fiances  proceed,  and  the  abfence  of 
a  fever,  cannot  leaveadoubt  about 
them. 

Some  conflitutions  are  naturally 
fubjedt  to  difeafes  proceeding  from 
a  redundancy  of  the  quantity,  or 
an  exaltation  of  the  quality  of  the 
bile;  and  that  the  fecretion  of  that 
humor  is  much  difturbed  during 
geftation,  we  need  no  other  proof 
than  the  obftinate  coftivenefs,  or 
almoft  perpetual  vomiting  of  bili¬ 
ous  matter,  with  which  many  are 
affli&ed  at  that  time.  I  cannot 
omit  this  opportunity  of  mention¬ 
ing  that  the  plentiful  ufe  of  fruit, 
efpecially  ftrawberries,  when  in 
feafon,  particularly  in  a  morning, 
is  the  moft  effectual  and  agreeable 
method  of  preventing  thefe  incon¬ 
veniences.  Unwholefome  diet  may 

C  be 
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be  a  predifpoling  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  but  the  more  immediate  are 
fudden  frights,  and  riling  too  foon 
after  delivery.  Sydenham  alcribes 
the  fupprelTion  of  the  lochia  almoft 
wholly  to  the  latter;  and  fo  many 
difagreeable  effects  follow  this  im¬ 
prudence,  that  too  much  care  can¬ 
not  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  The 
pernicious  cuftom  of  uling  hot 
fpices,  in  any  quantity,  in  the  food 
of  women  in  childbed,  may  give 
rile  to  this  difeafe,  and  the  negledt 
of  procuring  ftools  in  due  time  af¬ 
ter  delivery.  Every  accident  which 
obftrudts  perfpiration  may  have  the 
fame  confequence,  therefore  great 
care  fhould  be  taken  in  changing 
any  part  of  the  drefs,  both  before 
and  after  delivery.  This  difeafe, 
it  mull  be  acknowledged,  may  fol¬ 
low  a  labor  under  the  beft  cir- 
cumflances ;  but  endeavors  to  di¬ 
late 
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late  the  os  internum ,  and  too  haft/ 
a  feparation  of  the  placenta ,  will 
often  produce  it  *,  and  binding 
the  abdomen  tight  after  delivery: 
but  I  do  not  include  hard  labors 
as  a  frequent  caufe,  for  it  is  remark¬ 
able  that  women  recover  very  foon 
after  them. 

^  "  *  'pi 

*  Ruysch  fuffers  no  opportunity  of  dif- 
countenancing  thefe  practices  to  efcape  him; 
but  he  has  exprefled  himfelf  in  fo  urgent  a 
manner  in  the  following  paflfage,  that  I  can¬ 
not  refrain  from  tranfcribing  it. 

“Vidi  inpuerperispoftpartum,  et  fatis  qui- 
dem  facilem,  uterum  inflammatum.  Difcant 
ergo  obftetrices,  uterum  neutiquarn  fortiter 
extrinfece  comprimere;  difcant  cautius  agere 
in  fecundinis  extrahendis,  ne  abdomen,  et  per 
confequens  uterum,  nimis  comprimant.  Sint 
prudentiores  obftetrices  in  obftetricatione,  ne 
continue  abfque  neceflitate,  manus  in  utero 
habeant,  a  qua  fridtione  non  raro  expertus  fum 
uteri  partem  inferiorem  fuifle  inflammatum- 
In  fumma,  abfit  omnis  crudelis  uteri  tra&atio, 
ne  tale  amplius  occurrat  malum  abominan- 
dum-” 


Yol.  I.  Obf.  Lib.  10. 

C  2  A  dif* 
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A  difeafe  in  which  the  dange¬ 
rous  fymptoms  come  on  with 
fuch  impetuofity,  and  where  the 
event  is  very  often  fatal,  could  not 
fail  to  alarm  every  man  folicitous 
for  the  welfare  of  his  patient.  His 
anxiety  would  be  increafed  by  the 
want  of  a  diftindt  hiftory  of  the 
difeafe;  and  experience  would  con- 
vincehim  that  the  method  of  cure, 
generally  directed,  was  not  to  be 
depended  upon. 

Great  ftrefs  hath  been  laid  upon 
early,  plentiful,  and  repeated  bleed¬ 
ing,  to  which  an  objection  arifes 
from  '  this  confideration.  Too 
hafty  a  feparation  of  the  placenta 
is  allowed  to  be  a  common  caufe 
of  this  difeafe,  and  a  lofs  of  blood 
much  greater,  than  a  prudent 
phyfician  would  venture  to  take 
away,  an  :lmoft  certain  confe- 
Tpicnce  of  fuch  feparation:  if  bleed¬ 
ing 


\ 
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ing  was  the  proper  method  of 
cure,  would  not  the  hemorrhage 
have  prevented  this  fever  ?  But  in 
order  to  ftate  this  point  of  prac¬ 
tice  impartially,  I  cannot  avoid 
inferring  the  following  cafe,  which 
was  fent  me  by  a  gentleman  of 
diftinguifhed  abilities,  who  lives  in 
the  country,  and  which  fpeaks 
more  powerfully  in  favor  of  bleed¬ 
ing,  than  any  arguments  which 
can  be  urged. 

“  I  was  called  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  to  go  about  ten  miles 
to  a  woman  whofe  placenta  had 
been  detained  many  hours  after 
the  birth  of  the  child.  Want  of 
proper  courage  to  withftand  feli¬ 
citation,  and  the  diftance  from  me, 
were  my  reafons  for  undertaking 
the  feparation.  It  adhered  ftrong- 
ly,  but  the  feparation  was  made 
very  gently  and  without  any  con- 

C  3  fiderable 
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fiderable  hemorrhage.  On  the 
third  day  fhe  was  feized  with  a 
{hivering  and  fever,  which  conti¬ 
nued  all  night,  and  was  relieved 
the  next  morning  by  fo  large  a 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus , 
that  I  was  lent  for  on  that  account. 

v 

There  was  no  {welling  of  the  ab- 
domen ,  but  great  tendernefs,  much 
pain  in  the  head,  conftant  thirft, 
a  little  delirium,  and  no  ftools. 
An  increafe  of  fever  came  on 
every  evening,  and  the  fame  large 
difcharge  of  blood  every  forenoon 
for  ten  days.  She  took  occafion- 
ally  teftaceous  powders  with 
rhubarb,  faline  mixtures,  tincture 
of  rofes,  infufion  of  Peruvian  bark, 
and  fome  dofes  of  opium.  She 
at  length  recovered. 

Here  the  hemorrhage  feems  to 
have  been  compleatly  critical,  and 
did  fuch  cafes  often  occur,  there 

could 
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could  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety 
of  confiding  in  bleeding  alone.  But 
after  the  moft  careful  obfervation, 
the  event  has  fo  often  proved  to 
me,  that  large  bleedings  weaken 
the  fick,  without  proportionably 
lefiening  the  difeafe,  that  I  have 
for  a  long  time  never  taken  away 
blood  in  any  quantity.  In  very 
full,  fanguine  habits  of  body, 
bleeding  may  be  neceflary,  but  I 
think  the  repetition  of  it  Ihould 
be  infilled  upon  with  great  cau¬ 
tion.* 

We 

*  Lieutaud  is  the  only  author  of  his 
-country,  who  hefitates  upon  this  point. 

*c  Equidem  de  fanguinis  miflione  multum 
controvertitur-,  nonnulli  enim  venam  pluries 
tundendam  eife  arbitrantur,  dum  caeteri  vel 
minimam  fanguinis  detradtionem  averfantur.” 
And  afterwards—  u  Hasc  (praxis)  enim  docet 
phJ.ebotomiam,  haud  nifi  cafu  urgentiori  et 
fumma  cautela  elfe  celebrandam,  pro  rerum 

C  \  con- 
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We  have  alfo  been  taught  to 
endeavor  ftrenuoufly  to  remove 
every  obftacle  to  the  regular  pro¬ 
cedure  of  the  lochia.  But  it  un¬ 
fortunately  happens  that  almoft 
all  the  medicines,  recommended 
as  emmenagogues,  are  improper  in 
every  inflammatory  ftate  of  the 
blood ;  and  experience  proves  that, 
in  this  cafe,  all  the  fymptoms  are 
aggravated  by  their  ufe. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  oblerve 
that  either  a  great  or  a  little  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  lochia ,  unattended  with 
other  lymptoms,  is  not  to  be  look¬ 
ed  upon  as  a  difeafe,  or  meddled 
with.  , 

In  the  firfl:  place  it  feems  right 
that  we  fhould  attempt  to  fhorten 

conditione.  Casterum  multa  de  hac  re  lepida, 
&:  dilucide  tradita,  proftant  apud  fcriptores, 
qua^  tamen  inter  praxim  implicatiffima  de- 
prehenduntur.” 

Synopf.  Univ .  Pr.  Med .  pag.  465. 

the 
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the  rigor,  by  applying  hot  things 
to  the  extremities,  and  by  giving 
plentifully  warm  diluents,  animat¬ 
ed  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  bran¬ 
dy,  or  fome  volatile  fpirit :  but  as 
the  hot  fit  which  fucceeds,  will  in 
fom,e  meafure  be  increafed  by  the 
quantity  and  activity  of  the  cor¬ 
dial  uSed  for  this  purpofe,  Spirit¬ 
uous  liquors,  unmixed,  ought  not 
to  be  given. 

When  the  attack  is  fevere,  a 
fpontaneous  vomiting  comes  on, 
and  what  is  thrown  up  is  bilious; 
indeed  the  commencement  of  the 
difeafe  is  fometimes  not  unlike  a 
moderate  degree  of  the  cholera 
morhus.  Can  any  reafon  be  af- 
figned,  why  in  this  cafe  we  Should 
vary  from  the  confirmed  practice 
of  aiding  the  operation  or  propen¬ 
sity  of  nature,  and  not  fecond  her 
endeavors  ? 


1 


It 
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r-0  )  f  * 

It  may  be  objected,  that  a  wo¬ 
man  lately  delivered  has  fuffered 
too  much  from  her  labor ,  to  bear, 
with  fafety,  a  method  found  ufe- 
ful  in  other  fevers,  with  the  fame 
indications.  But  apprehending 
that  many  have  fallen  facrifices  to 
this  fuppolition,  it  is  neceflary  to 
obferve,  that  the  experience  of 
very  eminent  men  juftifies  the 
propriety  of  treating  whatever  dis¬ 
orders  arife,  before  or  after  deli¬ 
very,  without  attending  minutely 
to  their  particular  fituation. 

It  may  likewife  be  conjectured, 
that  the  difturbance  and  unealinefs 
of  the  ftomach  ought  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  uterine  irritation,  and 
is  an  hyfteric  fymptom,in  the  lite¬ 
ral  fenie  of  the  word.  T o  thofe  who 
are  of  this  opinion  I  would  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  if  we  coniider 
the  matter  thrown  up,  the  relief 

given 
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given  to  the  patient  by  the  evacua¬ 
tion,  and  the  great  advantages 
thence  accruing  in  the  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  it  is  difficult  to  fix  upon 
circumftances  which  indicate  a 
greater  neceffity  for  it.  I  know 
it  is  an  accepted  rule,  that  the 
vomiting  of  porraceous  matter  is 
a  fymptom  of  the  hyfteric  difeafe, 
and  then  it  is  never  thought  to 
require  evacuations  ;  but  to  this 
it  might  be  urged,  that  in  the  very 
cafe  objected,  the  porraceous  mat¬ 
ter  feems,  much  more  probably, 
to  be  the  materia  morbi ,  which 
occafions  the  fpafms,  and  that  the 
evacuation  ought  not  to  be  check¬ 
ed,  while  the  matter  difcharged 
is  preternatural.  Pale  urine,  which 
is  efteemed  the  diagnoftic  of  the 
hyfteric  difeafe,  is  wanting  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  not  to  mention  the 

croud 
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croud  of  dangerous  lymptoms 
which  attend. 

But  however  defective  this  rea- 
foning  may  be,  I  am  as  certain 
as  obfervation  can  make  me,  that 
when  thefe  complaints  of  the 
ftomach  accompany  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  difeafe,  the  patient 
will  always  find  relief  from  vo¬ 
miting. 

Having  often  feen  the  failure, 
and  been  difappointed  in  the  trial 
of  the  ufual  method  of  treating 
this  difeafe,  I  determined  to  give 
a  medicine  which  hath  gained 
much  credit  under  the  fandtion 
of  Dr.  James.  The  firft  cafe 
which  occurred  to  me  after  this 
relolution,  was  in  the  latter  ftage 
of  the  difeafe,  when  it  proved  in¬ 
effectual.  I  did  not  think  this 
fufficient,  and  had  foon  after  an 
opportunity  of  giving  it  immedi- 
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ately  after  the  rigor,  and  though 
the  operation  was  fevere,  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  finding  my  patient 
freed  from  the  imminent  danger 
in  which  I  before  apprehended 
her.  Not  being  prejudiced  with 
the  opinion  of  any  fpecific  pro¬ 
perty  in  that  medicine,  but  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  fenfible  effects  of  it, 
I  gave  the  following  powder, 
which  generally  produces  the  fame 
operation. 

Tartar.  Emet.  gr.  ij. 

Ocul.  lancror.  praep.  3j.  intime  mif- 
ceantur. 


Of  a  powder  thus  prepared,  I  give 
from  two  to  fix  grains,  and  I  repeat 
it,  as  circumftances  require. 

If  the  firft  dofe  does  not  pro¬ 
cure  any  fenfible  operation,  I 
repeat  it  in  an  encreafed  quantity 
at  the  end  of  two  hours,  and  pro¬ 
ceed 
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ceed  in  that  manner ;  not  expect¬ 
ing  any  benefit  but  from  its  fen- 
fible  operation. 

Should  the  difeafe  be  abated, 
but  not  removed  (which  fome- 
times  happens)  by  the  effeCt  of 
the  firft  dofe,  the  fame  medicine 
muft  be  repeated,  but  in  a  lef- 
fened  quantity,  till  all  danger  is 
over. 

But  if  any  alarming  fymptoms 
remain,  I  do  not  hefitate  one  mo¬ 
ment  to  repeat  the  powder,  in 
the  fame  quantity  as  firft  given; 
though  this  feldom  is  neceflary,  if 
the  firft  dole  operates  properly. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  as  the 
certainty  of  cure  depends  upon 
the  proper  repetition  of  the  me¬ 
dicine,  the  method  of  giving  it 
at  ftated  hours,  does  not  appear 


If 
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If  the  firft  dofe  produces  any 
confiderable  effect  by  vomiting, 
procuring  ftools  or  plentiful  fweat- 
ing,  a  repetition  of  the  medicine, 
in  a  lefs  quantity,  will  feldom 
fail  to  anfwer  our  expectations ; 
but  great  judgement  is  required 
in  adapting  the  quantity  firft  given 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  and 
other  circumftances.  We  are  not 
to  expect  that  a  difeafe  which, 
from  the  firft  formation,  carries 
fuch  evident  marks  of  danger, 
fhouldinftantly  ceafe,  even  though; 
a  great  part  of  the  caule  be  re¬ 
moved. 

If  the  ficknefs  or  loathing  at 
ftomach  attended  at  firft,  this  me¬ 
dicine  feldom  fails  to  vomit ;  and 


the  patient,  with  a  countenance 
ftrongly  expreflive  of  the  benefit 
fhe  has  received,  will  confirm  us 
in  our  proceedings.  Indeed  I  am 

1  fo 
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fo  little  fearful  of  any  bad  confe  - 
quences  from  vomiting,  at  a  very 
early  time  after  delivery,  that  I 
have  thought  many  other  defira- 
ble  purpofes  were  obtained  be- 
lides  that  of  cleanfing  the  ftomach. 

This  medicine  fcarce  ever  fails 
to  procure  ftools,  which  are  fome- 
times  of  a  green  color,  and  fome- 
times  they  much  refemble  yeaft. 
Their  appearance  ought  in  fome 
meafure  to  guide  us  with  refpedt 
to  the  continuance  of  the  evacua¬ 
tions.  By  thefe  the  ftomach  and 
bowels  are  cleared  of  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  oft’enftve  matter ;  the  fource 
of  the  loofenefs  and  other  bad 
fymptoms  is  cut  off ;  the  urine  is 
voided  in  larger  quantity ;  and  a 
pleafing  moifture  of  the  fkin,  or  a 
irofufe  fweat  follows.  The  lcchiay 
aefore  pale,  or  brown,  fetid,  and 
in  fmall  quantity,  become  frefh ; 

the 
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the  abdomen  gradually  fubfldes, 
and  all  appearances  become  fa-  . 
vorable. 

4 

Some  can  bear  very  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  powder,  without  af¬ 
fecting  their  ftomachs.  To  thefe 
the  frequent  repetition  of  glyfters 
of  chicken  water  is  very  fervice- 
able,  by  folliciting  the  difcharge 
downwards,  evacuating  part  of  the 
offending  matter,  and  by  acting  as 
a  fomentation.  The  injection  of 
a  glyfter  may  alfo  precede  the  ufe 
of  the  powder,  but  great  care 
muff  be  taken  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  or  the  patient  will  fuffer  in¬ 
tolerable  pain,  on  account  of  the 
tendernefs  and  inflammation  of 
the  os  internum. 

Alternate  dofes  of  the  powder 
and  of  the  faline  draughts,  have 
fometimes  appeared  neceflary ; 
and  when  all  danger  is  over,  but 

fome 
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fome  degree  of  quicknefs  of  the 
pulfe  remains,  the  faline  draughts 
repeated  often,  with  dofes  of  rhu¬ 
barb  and  magnefia,  or  the  tefta- 
eeous,  when  necefiary,  have  done 
much  fervice.  It  muft  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  without  ftools  we  can 
do  little  fervice. 

Hoffman  feems  to  have  a  par¬ 
ticular  diflike  to  purging  falts,  but 
I  fufpedl  that  manna  is  more  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  the  ftomach,  than 
any  medicine  of  this  clafs. 

At  the  fame  time  we  muft  a- 
vail  ourfelves  of  every  aftiftance, 
which  tends  to  procure  the  im¬ 
mediate  eafe  of  the  lick.  Fo¬ 
mentations  are  thought  to  anfwer 
this  purpofe,  and  after  their  ufe, 
embrocations  with  balfam.  anod. 
bat.  but  the  latter  feems  impro¬ 
per  on  account  of  its  great  heat. 

Warm  oil  is  much  better.  But 

•  \  '  ' 

vapor-. 
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vapor-bathing,  being  much  more 
eaiily  ufed,  and  anfwering  every 
intention  of  this  kind  more  effec¬ 
tually,  is  to  be  preferred. 

Plentiful  dilution  being  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  the  patient  fhould 
be  well  fupplied  with  proper 
drinks.  The  beft,  and  often  the 
mod  palatable,  is  chicken-water . 
Barley-water,  tea  of  almoft  any 
kind,  milk  and  water,  and  fuch 
like  things,  may  be  drank  at  plea- 
fure. 

-f  In  the  lall  ftage  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  when  the  ftools  are  very  fre¬ 
quent,  often  involuntary,  and  all 
appearances  threaten  danger,  the 
following  method  has  fometimes 

f  An  eminent  phyfician  alfured  me,  that, 
under  thefe  circumftances,  he  had  feen  very 
good  effects  from  the  life  of  a  glylter  of  warm 
oil  alone,  given  every  morning  and  evening, 

D  2 
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produced  better  effects  than  could 
be  expected. 

Let  a  glyfter  of  chicken-water 
be  injedted  every  one,  two,  or 
three  hours,  or  as  often  as  poffible 
without  fatiguing  the  patient  too 
much,  and  the  undermentioned 
draught  taken  every  lix  hours  J. 

.  Pulv.  rad.  Ipecac,  gr.  j. 

Confeft.  Damocrat.  3j. 

Aq.  Alexeter.  fimp.  vel 

Cinnam.  fimp.  gifs.  f.  hauftus. 

r  i 

If  great  faintnefs  comes  on,  a 
neceffary  quantity  of  fome  cordial 
medicine  may  be  given,  in  the  in¬ 
terval,  between  the  draughts,  and 
frequent  lipping  of  chicken-water 
Ihould  be  urged.  On  the  whole. 


J  After  much  trial  of  Ipecacoanha  in  fmall 
quantities,  I  have  had  great  reafon  to  depend 
upon  the  account  given  of  it  by  the  learned 
and  ingenious  Dr.  Akenside.  In  the  loofe- 
nefs  of  young  children,  ufually  called  the  wa- 
tery-gripes,  it  anfwers  exceedingly  well. 
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the  food  and  medicines  are  to  be 
made  more  or  lefs  aftringent,  or 
cordial,  as  the  cale  requires,  but 
the  ufe  of  glyfters  is  indifpenfable. 

When  great  fecknefs  has  attends 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe, 
and  no  precautions  have  been  ufed 
to  cleanfe  the  ftomach  of  the  load 
of  offenfive  matter,  attempts  to 
remove  the  loofenefs  will  often 
fail.  When  the  fame  lymptom 
came  on,  in  the  continued  fever 
defcribed  by  the  illullrious  Syden¬ 
ham,  in  the  year  1661  ;  he  re^- 
commended  the  omiffion  to  be  re¬ 
paired,  by  giving  a  vomit  at  any 
time  of  the  difeafe,  even  though 
there  fhould  be  then  no  tendency 
to  that  evacuation,  provided  the 
patient  was  ftrong  enough  to  bear 
it. 

The  good  effects  I  have  feen 

*  o  *  *  •  • 

produced  by  fpontaneous  vomit* 

D  3  ings, 
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ings,  and  a  perfect  convi&ion  that 
nobadconfequences  ever  followed, 
at  leaft,  which  I  was  able  to  obferve, 
do  not  leave  with  me  a  doubt  of 
the  expediency  of  taking  this  ftep, 
without  any  other  exception  than 
that  he  has  mentioned. 

To  conclude — From  the  above 
account  it  appears, 

That  the  fuppreflion  of  the  lo¬ 
chia  is  a  fymptom  of  this  difeafe— - 
That  the  milk  is  only  concern--- 
ed  in  common  with  all  the  other 
fecretions — 

That  evacuations,  in  the  man? 
ner  pointed  out  by  nature,  can 
only  cure  it ;  And, 

That  thefe  evacuations  may  be 
nfed  without  apprehenfion  of  dan¬ 
ger,  fo  long  as  they  are  indicated];. 

CASE 

J  I  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
amining  the  body  of  any  one  who  has  died  of 

this 
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CASE  I. 

'June  6th,  1766.  I  attended 
a  poor  woman,  about  nineteen 
years  of  age,  of  a  delicate  confti- 
tution,  who  was  delivered  of  her 
firft  child,  after  a  fafe  and  not  very 
tedious  labor.  On  the  8  th,  her 
milk  came.  On  the  9  th,  fhe  was 

this  difeafe,  but  believe  the  following  account 
of  the  appearances  after  death,  agrees  with 
later  diffedtions. 

“  Puerpera,  fuppreflis  lochiis,  de  dolore  in 
regione  uteri  dura  et  tumida  querebatur,  cum 
febre,  cephalalgia,  et  tuffi.  Quarto  die  poll 
partum  in  fefe  concidunt  mammse,  et  poftri- 
die  obiit. 

Uterus  et  ovaria  phlogofi  tadta  deprehen - 
duntur.  Inteftina  materia  quadam  ladtea  ob- 
ducebantur.  Simili  ferme  humore,  fcatebant 
pulmones  :  cum  copia  feri  fubalbicantis,  turn 
in  pedtore,  turn  in  abdomine.” 

Lieut aud.  Hift .  Anat •  Med .  Obf.  1362. 

The  materia  laftea^  here  mentioned,  was 
probably  what  is  now  underftocd  to  be  an 
inflammatory  exfudation — See  Dr.  Hunter's 
account  of  this  matter,  in  the  Med.  Obf  and 
Enqu .  vol.  ii. 

D  4  in 
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in  all  refpe£ts  as  well  as  could  be 
deft  red,  but  after  fitting  up  all  day, 
fhe  was  in  the  evening  feized  with 
a  ftrong  rigor,  fucceeded  by  a  vo¬ 
miting,  tendernefs  and  fwelling  of 
the  abdomen ,  an  alteration  of  the 
lochia ,  and  a  very  high,  fever. 

On  the  ioth,  I  was  called  to 
fee  her,  and  found  fhe  had  paffed 
a  very  reftlefs  night,  and  had  a 
little  delirium.  She  was  very 
poor,  and  could  with  difficulty 
procure  fuch  things  as  were  necef- 
fary  for  her.  I  diredted  a  fomen¬ 
tation  to  be  applied  to  the  abdo¬ 
men  ,  and  four  large  fpoonfuls  of 
the  following  mixture  to  be  taken 
every  fix  hours. 

ft  Tart.  emet.  gr.  ij. 

Pulv.  e  chel.  Cancr.  c.  3j. 

Syr.  fimpl.  §fs. 

Aq.  Alexeter.  fimp.  §vij.  f.  miftura. 

.  v  '  ■J  *  '  .  .f 

1 1  th, 


i 


\ 


f 
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nth,  The  medicine  1  had  not 
ouked  her,  but  had  occa honed  five 
Tools.  The  abdomen  was  exceeding¬ 
ly  tender,  but  lefs  fwelled.  Her 
headached  much  and  was  giddy;  her 
tongue  dry,  her  {kin  hot,  her  pulle 
quick  but  not  very  full,  and  {he 
had  great  oppreflion  about  the 
precordia.  The  medicine  con¬ 
tinued. 

*■  t  " 

iath,  She  had  had  fix  motions 
downwards.  The  {welling  of  the 
abdomen  was  much  abated,  though 
the  tendernefs  remained  Her  {kin 
was  lefs  hot  and  moift,  and  all  the 
febrile  fymptoms  were  decreafed. 
Continued  the  lame  medicine. 

1 3th,  She  had  had  four  {tools 
fince  yefterday.  There  was  an  evi¬ 
dent  alteration  for  the  better,  and 
the  difcharges  were  freth.  Directed 
the  medicine  to  be  taken  every 
eighth  hour. 

14th, 
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14th,  She  was  much  better. 

1 7th,  She  had  taken  the  medi¬ 
cine  regularly.  It  had  procured 
two  or  three  ftools  daily,  and  her 
fkin  had  been  conftantly  moift. 
No  ftgns  of  fever  remained,  except 
a  little  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe.  The 
abdomen  was  dill  tender.  Gave  a 
common  faline  draught  twice 

20th,  Left  off  the  ufe  of  medi¬ 
cines. 

”  *  ;  -  -  . 

28th,  She  was  weak,  but  had 

no  other  complaint. 

v  % 

CASE  II. 

July  1  ft,  £767.  I  attended 
the  wife  of  a  foldier  in  the  guards. 
.She  was  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
of  a  very  ftrong  mafculine  habit 
of  body.  Her  labor  was  fafe  but 
tedious.  About  thirty-ftx  hours 
,  after 
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after  delivery,  fhe  was  leized  with 
a  ftrong  ihivering,  followed  by  fe- 
vere  pains  in  the  abdomen  and 
loins.  She  was  in  a  few  hours 


nearly  as  big  as  before  delivery; 
and  had  alfo  a  very  high  fever. 

3d,  At  one  o’clock,  I  gave  her 
five  grains  of  the  powder  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Eflay,  but  that  not 
producing  any  effect,  in  two  hours, 
I  repeated  it.  In  the  fpace  of  fix 
hours  after  the  latter  dofe,  fhe 


puked  twice  and  had  feventeen 
ftools,  which  had  exactly  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  yeaft.  When  the  o- 
peration  was  over,  the  abdomen 
was  almoft  wholly  fubfided,  the 
tendernefs  and  fever  were  much 
abated.  Being  much  fatigued,  I 
gave  her  a  cordial  draught  with  a 
few  drops  of  laudanum. 

4th,  She  got  fome  quiet  deep, 
and  fweated  profufely  all  night, 

but 
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but  the  fwelling,  tendernefs,  and 
fever  were  fo  much  abated,  that  I 
did  not  repeat  the  powder,  but 
directed  four  fpoonfuls  of  a  faline 
mixture  to  be  taken  every  fix 
hours. 

5th,  She  had  two  ftools,  and 
remained  much  better.  Continued 
the  faline  mixture. 

7th,  An  eruption  appeared,  but 
there  being  no  fymptoms  which 
threatened  danger,  I  did  not  change 
the  medicine. 

1  2th,  I  directed  the  decodtion 
of  bark  to  be  taken  twice  daily. 

1 8  th,  Left  off  all  medicines — 
She  recovered  without  any  return 
of  fever. 

•  / 

CASE  III. 

The  wife  of  a  tradefman  in 
Berwick- flreet.  was  delivered  on 

the 
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the  1  7th  of  March ,  1768.  Her 
labor  was  in  every  refpedt  as  fa¬ 
vorable  as  could  be  wifhed. 

2  2d,  She  was  feized  with  a 
fhivering  fit,  which  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  vomiting  of  yellow  bitter 
matter,  pain  and  tenfion  of  the 
abdomen ,  and  very  high  fever.  I 
did  not  fee  her  till  the  2  ^d. 

She  is  naturally  thin  and  deli¬ 
cate.  I  gave  her  diredlly  four 
grains  of  the  powder.  In  lefs 
than  two  hours  it  puked  her  fix 
times,  and  gave  her  two  ftools. 
She  found  herfelf  much  relieved, 
and  the  lochia  became  frejh. 

24th,  She  got  fome  reft  laft 
night,  but  the  fever  continued. 

The  abdomen  was  very  tender — 

¥ 

her  urine  was  voided  often,  in  fmall 
quantities,  and  with  pain — her 
head  was  giddy  but  did  not  ache 
much.  Her  fkin  moift,  but  very 

'  hot; 
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hot ;  and  {he  was  under  the  mod 
dreadful  apprehenfions.  I  did  not 
mention  that  her  milk,  which 
came  on  the  fecond  day  after  de¬ 
livery,  wrent  back  immediately 
after  the  fhivering.  Three  grains 
of  the  powder  were  directed  to  be 
taken  every  four  hours. 

25  th,  Viliting  her  early  this 
morning,  I  found  fhe  had  palled 
a  very  reftlefs  night.  Her  fever 
continued — the  tendernefs  of  the 
abdomen  remained,  but  the  tenfion 
was  entirely  gone.  She  had  had  fe- 
ven  {tools  which  were  of  a  greenifh 
color  and  very  griping.  Re¬ 
peated  the  powder  as  before.  In 
the  evening  there  was  little  al¬ 
teration. 

26th,  She  had  three  {tools  laft 
night,  which  were  bilious  but  not 
green,  and  had  got  fome  deep. 
The  complaints  fhe  had  {till,  were 

a 
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a  giddinefs  in  her  head,  a  flufhing 
in  the  cheeks,  and  fome  quicknefs 
of  the  pulfe.  The  tendernefs  of 
the  abdomen  alfo  remained.  Con¬ 
tinued  the  medicine. 

27  th,  She  had  pafled  a  refUefs 
night,  though  not  in  pain,  and  was 
now  and  then  faint.  She  had 
three  ftools  of  the  fame  quality  as 
before.  Repeated  the  powder,  and 
directed  fome  cordial  mixture  to 
be  taken  occafionally. 

2  8  th,  She  had  four  ftools  yefter- 
day,  which  were  always  preceed- 
ed  by  a  little  griping,  and  got 
fome  quiet  deep  laft  night.  Omit¬ 
ted  the  powder,  but  continued 
the  cordial  mixture. 

30th,  No  febrile  fymptoms  re¬ 
mained,  except  the  quicknefs  of  the 
pulfe.  And  the  tendernefs  was  gone 
off.  She  had  frequently  loofe 
ftools  preceded  by  a  little  griping. 

Dire&ed 
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Directed  a  cordial  draught  to  be 
taken  twice  daily,  with  one  grain 
and  half  of  ipecacoanha  in  each. 

3  ift,  She  flept  well  all  night, 
but  had  four  ftools  this  morning. 
She  had  ho  other  complaint  ex¬ 
cept  weaknefs.  Directed  the  cor¬ 
dial  mixture  to  be  taken  occafion- 
ally,  and  left  off  all  other  medi¬ 
cines. 

April  5  th,  She  was  well. 


‘  Jnjlance  of  the  miliary  or  erup¬ 
tive  Fever. 

.  v  .  •  v  .  •  * . 

I-  • 

'  A  gentlewoman  near  Feicefter- 
fieldst  was  delivered  of  a  fine  child, 
after  a  lingering  labor,  September 
2 1  ft,  1767.  The  milk  came  pro¬ 
perly,  and  fhe  went  on  without 
any.  complaint,  except  a  little 
;  -  1  faintnefs, 

\ 
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faintnefs,  ’till  the  24th.  I  left 
her  well  at  two  o’clock  in  the 

1 

afternoon,  and  at  fix  was  called  to 
her  in  a  great  hurry,  as  fhe  was 
thought  to  be  dying.  After  dining 
fhe  had  fallen  into  a  flceo,  out  of 
which  fhe  waked  in  the  greateft 
terror.  I  found  her  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fituation.  She  had  a  kind 
of  convulfive  catching  when  fhe 
breathed,  great  pain  and  oppref- 
fion  about  the  prcecordia ,  iharp 
fhooting  pains  through  the  abdo¬ 
men,  hips,  and  almoft  through  the 
whole  body.  Her  pulfe  was  not 
low  or  very  unequal ;  her  tongue 
was  clear;  and  fhe  had  no  thirft 
or  other  fymptom  of  fever.  She 
imagined  herfelf  dying. 

The  preceding  languor,  and  the 
hurry  confequent  to  fleep,  made 
me  fufpe&an  eruption.  Though 
my  own  heart  ached,  I  encouraged 

E  her 
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her— applied  a  bladder  of  hot 
water  to  the  ftomach,  directed  a 
draught  with  one  dram  of  Confect. 
Damocratis  to  be  taken  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  that  fhe  fhould  take 
fome  caudle,  with  a  proper  quan¬ 
tity  of  brandy  very  often  :  that  is, 
fhe  was  to  be  guided  by  the  effect, 
not  quantity,  of  what  fhe  took. 
She  thought  herfelf  always  relieved 
by  taking  nourifhment,  which  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  purfue  this  me¬ 
thod. 

The  next  morning  fhe  had  a 
numbnefs  in  her  hands  and  a 
tingling  in  her  fkin — there  was 
fome  appearance  of  an  eruption 
upon  her  breaft,  but  the  lighing 
and  oppreffion  remained  though 
in  a  lefs  degree.  She  got  very 
little  reft,  nor  was  fhe  refrefhed. 
after  Heeping, 

A  dia- 
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A  diaphoretic  draught  was  di¬ 
rected  to  be  taken  every  four  hours, 
and  fome  fpoonfuls  of  a  cordial  mix¬ 
ture  with  Conf.  Alcherm.  when 
languid.  The  bladder  of  hot  wa¬ 
ter  was  continued  to  the  ftomach, 
and  every  care  taken  to  promote 
the -eruption,  confident  -  with  al¬ 
lowing  her  the  liberty  of  breathing 
cool  air.  She  was  very  reftlefs  in 
the  evening,  and  twelve  drops  of 
laudanum  were  added  to  one  of 
the  draughts. 

26th,  She  got  very  little  reft, 
but  the  eruption  was  more  out, 
and  the  oppreflion,  and  acute  fly¬ 
ing  pains  were  abated.  Purfued 
the  fame  method. 

27th,  There  was  little  altera¬ 
tion.  Directed  draughts  with  Con- 
feCt.  Card,  and  fix  drops  of  Vin. 

E  2  Antimon. 
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Antimon.  in  each,  to  be  taken 
every  four  hours. 

.  28  th,  She  had  two  ftools  laft 

night.  She  was  full  of  the  erup¬ 
tion,  which  itched  much.  She 
had  a  quiet  night,  and  her  fpirits 
were  much  better.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  fhe  had  two  ftools,  which  al¬ 
ways  gave  her  eafe.  Thefe  I  im¬ 
puted  to  the  Vin.  Antim.  and  there¬ 
fore  omitted  it,  left  they  fhould 
interfere  too  much  with  the  evi¬ 
dent  intention  of  nature. 

29th,  She  had  a  good  night, 
but  was  fometimes  faint.  Con¬ 
tinued  the  draughts  with  Conf. 
Cardiac. 

30th,  The  eruption  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  decline. 

OSiober  3d.  She  had  been  kept 
in  bed,  and  very  cautious  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  retroceftxon  of  the  erup¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  which  was  now  almoft  gone. 
She  had  no  complaint  except 
weaknefs. 

The  lochia  and  milk  were  never 
interrupted. 
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CONVULSIONS. 


O  prevent  the  reader  -  from 
putting  too  much  depen¬ 


dence  on  the  following  Effay,  it  is 


thought  neceffary  to  inform  him, 
that  the  oblervations  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  were  the  refult  of  ftridt  at¬ 
tendance  on  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  A. 
which  is  the  only  one  I  have  ever 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing. 

When  convulsions  feize  a  wo¬ 
man  at  the  full  time  of  pregnancy, 
almoft  all  authors  *  whom  1  have 

*  “Roeder-er.  indeed  fays, Naturae  partus, 
quoad  caetera  fanus,  relinqui  poteft.” 

Element  •  Artis .  Obftetric •  Aph.  697. 


E  4  confulted 
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confulted,  have  recommended  the 
life  of  every  method  in  our  power 
to  haften  delivery  ;  a  fpeedy  deli¬ 
very  being,  in  their  opinion,  the 
only  chance  to  preferve  the  life  of 
the  mother  and  child. 

But  the  moft  eminent  men  of 
the  prefen  t  time  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  prefer  waiting  the  event  of 
the  natural  pains,  or  even  of  the 
convullions  themfelves  which  ge¬ 
nerally  aft  as  pains.  They  have 
obferved  that  the  violent  method 
propofed,  very  often  failed  of  fuc- 
cefs,  and  that  women  laboring  un¬ 
der  this  dreadful  complaint,  were 
not  only  delivered  without  extra¬ 
ordinary  afiiftance,  but  were  more 
likely  to  recover  afterwards.  Be- 
hdes,  it  was  not  overlooked,  that 
convullions  often  came  on  when 
things  were  fo  circumftanced,  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  purfue  the 

meafures 
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meafures  laid  down,  without  bring¬ 
ing  on,  certainly,  as  great  mif- 
chief,  as  we  endeavoured  to  avoid. 
This  difeafe,  though  not  frequent, 
occurs  too  often,  not  to  make  the 
eftablifhment  of  this  improvement 
defirable. 

Convulflons  have  been  attri¬ 
buted  to  different  caufes,  chiefly,  to 
1  oo  great  a  quantity  of  blood  car¬ 
ried  to  the  brain ;  and  this  has 
been  fuppofed  to  be  occafloned  by 
the  obftru&ion  made  to  its  defcent 

i 

to  the  inferior  parts,  by  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  enlarged  uterus  upon 
the  aorta.  Was  this  the  true  rea- 
fon,  they  muff  indeed  very  often 
happen.  But  they  continue  after 
the  birth  of  the  child,  when  this 
caufe  is  removed  :  nor  are  women 
of  fanguine  habits  more  fubje<ft  to 
them  than  the  delicate. 

Two  circumftances  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing 

D 
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lowing  cafes  feem  to  prove  that  con¬ 
vulsions  are  owing  to  irritation  on¬ 
ly,  and  that  the  irritability  is  moft 
esquifite  at  the  Os  Internum .  I 
mean,  the  increaSe  or  continuance 
of  the  fits,  by  an  endeavor  to  di¬ 
late  that  part,  and  a  return  of 
them,  when  the  placenta  is  palling. 

Bleeding  is  well  known  to  lef- 
Sen  in  a  particular  manner,  every 
complaint  during  pregnancy,  ari¬ 
sing  from  uterine  irritation,  and  is 
therefore  very  properly  recommen¬ 
ded  in  the  prelent  cafe.  The  ne- 
cefiity  of  repeating  it  will  depend 
upon  the  Strength  of  the  patient, 
and  the  violence  of  the  convulsive 
motions.  Opium  was  always  re¬ 
markable  for  its  powerful  eff'edl  in 
calming  fpafms  of  every  kind,  and 
it  feldom  fails  to  abate  thofe  it 
cannot  cure.  But  as  an  overdole 
of  that  medicine  will  produce  con- 

a  vulfions, 
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vulfions,  the  repetition  of  it  in 
fmall  quantities,  feems  preferable 
to  the  method  of  giving  and  rely¬ 
ing  on  one  large  dofe. 

The  diftrefsful  folicitude  of 
friends,  and  the  importance  of  the 
event,  demand  ftill  more  at  our 
hands,  if  more  can  poffibly  be 
done. 

The  phyiiology  of  the  nerves 
feems  to  be  little  underftood. 
Hence  particular  medicines  have 
been  handed  down  by  different 
writers,  as  folely  to  be  relied  upon 
in  nervous  difeafes,  which  have 
had  their  fucceffive  triumph  and 
difgrace.  No  phyhcian  now  con¬ 
ceives  it  poflxble  that  a  nervous 
difeafe  fhould  have  ever  been 
cured  by  milletoe,  once  efteem- 
ed  the  anchor  of  the  diftrefled ;  and 
perhaps  the  more  fubtililed  me¬ 
dicines 

-  ■*»  \ 
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dicines,  now  given,  may  ere  long 
be  judged  as  ufelefs. 

The  nerves  are  thought  to  be 
the  immediate  inftruments  of  com¬ 
munication  between  the  foul  and 
body ;  and  the  prefent  mode  of 
practice  in  their  difeafes,  feems  to 
have  its  rife  in  the  fuppohtion  of 
our  being  able,  by  making  new 
imprefTions,  to  remove  or  abate 
others.  But  circumfcribed  as  the 
human  underftanding  is,  we  fhould 
perhaps  better  employ  our  time 
in  exploring  the  evident  caufes  of 
thefe  difeafes,  and  the  evident 
effe&s  which  they  produce  upon 
our  bodies,  than  in  refearches, 
from  which  men  of  the  moft  com- 
prehenlive  genius  have  never  yet 
been  able  to  ftrike  one  ray  of 
light,  which  could  lead  to  the 
knowledge  or  cure  of  a  difeafe. 

The 


CONVULSIONS.  6  r 

*  r 

The  obfervation  of  convulfions 
happening  moll  commonly  in  the 
fir  ft  labor,  does  not  perhaps  give 
much  information:  It  is  not  a 
general  rule ;  for  fome  women  have 
had  them  for  five  or  fix  fuccefiive 
labors.  Nor  is  practice  much 
improved  by  the  remark  of  their 
fupervening  a  labor,  where  the 
child  has  been  long  dead  ;  though 
the  humors,  by  acquiring  fome 
degree  of  acrimony,  and  by  lying 
in  contadf  with  the  irritable  parts, 
may  be  more  likely  to  caufe  them ; 
yet  that  is  not  thought  neceflary 
to  produce  this  difeafo.  -f-  I  ob¬ 
served,  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs  A.  three 
days  after  delivery,  the  Pathogno¬ 
monic  lymptom  of  the  fever,  de- 

-j-  Ad  fpalmodica,  quae  ex  uteri  vitio  pro- 
veniunt,  pathemata  concitanda  non  opus 
Temper  erit,  ut  materia  corrupta  &  vitiata, 
utero  inhaerens,  proximo  &  immediate  id 
efficiat.  '  • 

Hoffm.  The/  Pathology  de  Mil.  Eyjleric. 

ferihed 
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leribed  in  the  preceding  Eflay,and 
the  lochia  had  the  fame  appear¬ 
ance.  There  is  reafon  to  think 
this  is  generally  the  cafe,  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  uterus^ 
though  naturally  very  irritable,  is 
not  lo  exquilitely  irritable  as  to 
caufe  convullions,  without  fome 
degree  of  inflammation. 

Women  and  children  are  much 
more  liable  to  convullions  than 
men.  Thofe  incident  to  child¬ 
ren  are  generally  fuppofed  to  arife 
from  iome  caufe  in  the  bowels. 
Without  attending  particularly  to 
appearances,  I  believe,  the  ge¬ 
neral  practice  is  to  apply  ourfelves. 
to  the  removal  of  the  caufe,  and, 
in  purfuing  this  method,  we  are 
feldom  difappointed  in  our  expec¬ 
tations  of  curing  the  convulflon.  In 
the  fever  defcribed  in  the  preceding 
Elfay,  the  cure  can  only  be  ob¬ 
tained 
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tained  by  evacuations.  Are  not 
thefe  fufficient  reafons  for  trying 
what  effects  they  would  have  in  the 
difeafe  now  under  confederation  ? 

It  may  be  objected,  that  medi¬ 
cines  of  this  clafs  cannot  operate 
fo  fpeedily  as  the  difeafe  requires. 
This  is  unhappily  fcmetimes  the 
cafe,  but  we  can  never  tell  this 

without  trial ;  for  I  remember 

«  ¥ 

well,  in  the  only  cafe  1  ever  faw, 
that  feveral  Gentlemen  prefent 
apprehended  every  returning  con- 
vulfion  would  clofe  the  di  final 
fcene ;  yet  the  poor  woman  was 
not  only  delivered,  but  lived  fix 
days  after.  If  the  internal  ufe  of 
laxative  medicines  or  the  Antimo- 
nial  powder  be  thought  improper, 
glyfters  can  in  no  light  be  efteemed 
fo.  Thefe  may  therefore  be  re¬ 
peated  very  often  without  fear  of 
danger. 

O 


Hippo- 
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Hippocrates  obferves  that  con- 
vulfions  are  caufed  by  inflamma¬ 
tion  or  great  heat  in  the  bowels ; 
and  perhaps  from  the  fame  opinion, 
Hoffman  -f  tried  the  eflecEt  of 
large  quantities  of  cold  water,  from 
the  ufe  of  which  his  patients  re¬ 
ceived  great  benefit. 

*  The  French  phyficians  have 
found  warm  bathing,  very  iervice- 
able  in  hyfteric  difeafes.  The  trial 
of  the  warm  bath  would  in  this 
cafe  be  very  inconvenient,  but  as 
the  fame,  or  a  better  effedt  may 
be  produced,  almofl:  inftantly,  by 
the  vapor  bath,  without  any  kind 

•f  Inter  fimplicifFima,  ac  disetetica,  qua; 
morbis  convulfivis  incredibilem  ferre  folent 
opem,  remedia,  prasftantiftimum  eft  aqua 
fimplex,  naturali  frigidate  largius  haufta*, 
qua  fola  atrociflimas  convulfiones  profligatas 
vidi. 

Hoffman,  vol.  1.  pag.  27. 
*  Poome. —  Des  Affed.  Vapor. 
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of  trouble,  we  need  not  hefl- 
tate  to  try  it.  The  fleam  may 
be  carried  in  large  quantities  to 
the  abdomen  and  furrounding  parts, 
or,  if  thought  requiflte,  to  the  part 
we  fuppofe  principally  affedted. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  difeafe 
feldom  or  never  occurs  but  in 
towns  and  places  where  people 
live  luxurioufly.  The  peculiar  de¬ 
licacy  of  Britifh  ladies,  joined  with 
the  cuftom  of  meeting  in  mixed 
companies  of  both  fexes,  may  lead 
them  not  only  into  inconvenien- 
cies,  but  produce  real  difeafes. 
Hence  it  appears  neceflary  for  a 
woman  with  child,  efpecially  in  the 
latter  months  of  pregnancy,  to 
ftudy  to  avoid  a  hurrying,  irregular 
way  of  life,  and  every  fltuation 
where  fhe  is  under  reftraint. 

,  .  .  ..  -  ,  „  -  4  -•  -«*  >  *  - 
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CASE  I. 


February  2  2d,  1766.  I  was 
called  to  Mrs  Jl.  who,  after  com¬ 
plaining  flightly  of  pain  and  gid- 
dinefs  in  her  head,  was  feized  with 
ftrong  convulfions,  which  return¬ 
ed  every  tenor  twelve  minutes.  In 
the  interval  fhe  fell  into  a  profound 
fleep.  She  was  a  very  little  wo¬ 
man,  much  deformed,  at  the  full 
time  of  parturition,  and  had  been 
bled  twice  in  the  preceding  month 
for  a  bad  cough.  No  figns  of 
labor  preceded  the  fits,  which  re- 
fembled  the  epilepfy  in  the  violent 
action  of  the  mufcles,  working  of 
the  lower  jaw,  and  the  foaming  at 
the  mouth.  The  firft  attack  was 
about  twelve  o’clock.  Twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away, 

,  and 
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and  foon  after  a  large  dole  of 
laudanum  was  given.  From  the 
flate  of  the  os  internum ,  I  perceiv¬ 
ed  not  the  leaft  lign  of  approach¬ 
ing  labor.  The  convullions  were 
equal  in  point  of  flrength,  but 
more  frequent  in  their  returns  at 
feven  in  the  evening.  Bleeding 
and  the  opiate  were  repeated. 
At  eleven,  the  os  internum  was 
thinner  but  not  all  opened.  At 
one  o’clock,  fhe  fhowed  evident 
marks  of  being  in  pain,  and  the 
os  internum  was  dilated  to  the  lize 
of  a  fhilling  and  very  thin.  At 
three,  the  dilatation  was  much 
increafed,  and  the  head  of  the  fcetus ' 
began  to  defcend  into  the  pelvis. 
At  four,  the  os  internum  was  fully 
open,  and  the  head  advanced  very 
fall.  There  was  no  colledHon  of 
water.  The  external  parts  were 
much  relaxed.  The  convullions 

F  2  returned 
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returned  very  quick,  and  aded  as 
pains.  At  five  o’clock,  the  head 
lay  upon  th tperinceum>  and  I  wait¬ 
ed  half  an  hour  in  expedation  of 
the  delivery  being  finifhed  ;  when 
apprehending  fhe  would  die  every 
inftant,  I  applied  the  forceps,  and 
delivered  her  with  the  greateft 
eafe  and  without  her  knowledge* 

The  child  had  been  dead  about 

*  •  .  t. 

two  hours. 

The  longeft  interval  between 
the  fits  was  after  the  laid  bleeding. 

When  the  os  internum  began 
to  dilate,  I  gently  aflxfted  during 
every  fit ;  but  being  convinced  that 
this  endeavor  brought  on,  conti¬ 
nued,  or  increafed  the  convulfions, 
I  defifted,  and  left  the  work  to  na- 
ture. 

In  the  interval  between  the  fits, 
there  was  neither  that  kind  of  look 
in  the  cheeks,  or  that  particular 

pulfe 
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pulfe  which  indicates  an  extrava¬ 
sation  of  blood  in  the  brain. 

She  lay  about  twenty  minutes 
after  delivery  in  the  fame  infenfi- 
ble  ftate,  when  fhe  fell  into  a 
ftrong  convullion.  I  found  the 
placenta  feparated,  and  it  was 
brought  away  without  violence. 
A  moderate  difcharge  followed. 
The  opiate  was  repeated,  and  ten 
grains  of  mufk  direded  to  be  given 
every  hour  for  fix  times.  She 
had  four  ftrong  fits  within  three 
hours  after  delivery,  which  pro¬ 
bably  were  occafioned  by  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  difcharges.  In  the 
evening  fhe  lay  as  if  in  a  profound 
fleep,  except  when  urged  to  take 
fome  nourilhment,  immediately 
after  which  fhe  fell  into  the  fame 
ftate. 

24-th,  She  fhewed  fome  figns 
pf  being  fenfible,  but  could  not 

'  '  ,  ,  fpeak. 
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fpeak.  The  lochia  were  fetid, 
ferous,  and  in  fmall  quantity. 

25  th,  She  had  lain  quiet  all 
night,  and  continued  to  doze  great 
part  of  the  day,  but  in  the  even¬ 
ing  fhe  grew  reftlefs.  The  hy- 
pogaftric  region  was  puffed 
up,  and  the  lochia  were  in  very 
fmall  quantity.  An  opiate  was 
given. 

2  6th,  She  had  intervals  of  reft 
and  uneafinefs  all  night,  with 
catchings  of  the  mouth,  and  ftrong 
twitchings  of  the  hands  and  legs. 
The  abdomen  was  very  much  levell¬ 
ed,  and  the  lochia  as  before.  She 
had  never  fpoke,  but  now  fhewed 
marks  of  being  in  great  pain — • 
The  abdomen  was  well  fomented, 
and  then  embrocated  with  Ano¬ 
dyne  Baifam.  A  draught  with 
Confeft.  Damocr.  was  given  every 
four  hours.  Cataplafms  were  ap¬ 
plied 
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plied  to  the  feet,  and  glyfters  in- 
jeded.  .  In  the  evening  {he  was 
more  compofed. 

27  th,  I  found  her  quite  deliri¬ 
ous,  catching  at,  and  repeating  any 
words  fpoken  by  the  people  about 
her.  Her  eyes  were  remarkably 
bright  and  flaring— her  pulfe  was 
low  and  fluttering.  She  took  her 
nourifliment  with  great  avidity. 
The  abdomen  was  fubfided,  and 
fhe  did  not  feem  in  pain. 

She  continued  in  this  manner 
till  morning,  when  the  convul- 
flons  returned,  in  one  of  which  fhe 
died. 

r  '  # 

t  '  '  ■  '  *  '  •  *  r  *  \  ;  t 

I  was  favored  with  the  following 
cafe,  which  happened  at  a  lying- 
in  hofpital  in  town,  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  attended. 
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C  A  S  E  II. 

4 

*  ♦  *  -7  ",  *  "  , 

'  A  woman  nineteen  years  of 
age,  of  a  plethoric,  ftrong  habit  of 
body,  went  to  the  full  time  of 
parturition,  without  any  particu¬ 
lar  complaint. 

December  1 3th,  1765.  She  was 

feized  with  pain  and  giddinefs  in 

her  head,  which  continued  till  four 

o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 

fhe  fell  into  a  ftrong  convulfion, 

which  lafted  near  an  hour.  Atfeven 

o’clock  I  law  her;  and  from  this 

time  to  her  delivery,  the  convullions 

returned  every  twelve  or  fifteen 

minutes.  She  ftruggled  very  much 

in  them,  and  foamed  at  the  mouth. 

Each  fit  continued  about  two 

minutes.  She  fighed  very  much, 

and  feemed  fenfible  during  the  in- 

«■  •  -  1  terval, 

* 
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tervalj  but  could  not  fpeak.  She 
could  fwallow  any  thin  liquid 
which  was  given  her. 

She  was  bled  largely,  and  took 
thirty  drops  of  Tindt.  Thebaic. 
At  eight  o’clock  the  membranes 
broke;  The  os  tincce  was  dilated 
to  the  fize  of  a  fhilling,  but  felt 
very  rigid;  At  twelve  the  head 
was  beginning  to  defcend  into  the 
pelvis — the  opiate  was  repeated 
in  a  lefs  quantity.  At  one  the 
dilatation  was  equal  to  a  crown- 
piece.  The  head  was  locked  in 
the  pelvis.  At  four  the  dilatation 
was  compleat  and  the  head  fo  low 
that  it  was  thought  proper  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  forceps.  She  Was  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  dead  child,  with  great 
eafe  and  without  her  knowledge. 

The  convuhions  returned  as 
before,  till  die  placenta  came  away, 

G  when 
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when  they  left  her.  She  fell  into 
a  found  deep  foon  after,  and  in 
about  twenty-four  hours  recovered 
her  fpeech/and  could  recoiled!  her 
falling  into  the  firft  fit. 

She  continued  in  a  better  way 
than  could  have  been  expedted,  till 
the  morning  of  the  third  day  after 
delivery,  when  fhe  had  a  very 
ftrong  fever,  with  fwelling  and 
tendernefs  of  the  hypogaftric 
region,  and  died  in  the  evening  of 
the  fifth  day. 
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